
Circular Economy: 
About Value Retention (Options), 
and how to reduce CE complexity

www.revolve.media/circular

Walter J. Vermeulen, Universiteit Utrecht



www.revolve.media/circular

What?!
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Circular 
Economy:

A 
controversial 

paradigm
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Circular 
Economy = 

Value 
Retention

(or
‘action 

imperatives’)
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Reducing 
Circular 
Economy 
complexity:
Core 
messages

Core 
messages

High-income countries Low-income countries

for consumers

for producers
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Circular 
Economy:
Core 
messages

Core 
messages

High-income countries Low-income countries

for consumers

as buyer: be selective and ask for recycled 
content

as consumer: share and separate what is 
left over

How to not copy consumerism of high-
income countries

Maintain sharing cultures

Demand proper waste collection and 
recycling infrastructures

for producers

In designing: rethink your value chains, 
shorter loops

In selling: be transparent, and take full 
responsibility of end-of-life

Full producer responsibility: full price 
calculations 

In designing: knowledge transfer and
capacity building

In selling: upgrade to global standards

In exporting: stop waste dumping

Full producer responsibility: include proper 
treatment in LIC countries in EPR fees



www.revolve.media/circular

Background information 

▪ Reike, D., Vermeulen, W.J.V., Witjes, S., 2018. The circular economy: New or Refurbished as CE 3.0? —
Exploring Controversies in the Conceptualization of the Circular Economy through a Focus on History and 
Resource Value Retention Options. Resour. Conserv. Recycl. 135, 246–264. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2017.08.027 Open access here

▪ Producer still insufficiently responsible for circular economy - Recent whitepaper on more stringent Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR): see March 2021 Press Release at  https://www.uu.nl/en/news/producer-still-
insufficiently-responsible-for-circular-economy

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2017.08.027
https://doi-org.proxy.library.uu.nl/10.1016/j.resconrec.2017.08.027
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Thank you !


